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Bolter Reigns Supreme at Low North Camp.
RideoffroadUK hosted round two of the ACU British Cross Country Championship at Low North Park, Scarborough in what proved to be a first class event well worthy of its British Championship status.

Clerk of the Course Wayne Braybrook and his team of track workers had laid on a six mile lap consisting of a little bit of everything to challenge riders ranging from Sportsman to the ultra talented Championship riders who attended.

10am saw the Clubman, Sportsman and Over50 vet’s class riders on the line and ready for action. After a long time not riding competitively, Lancastrian Andy Noakley, led the clubman two stroke riders around lap one, hot on his heels were rideoffroaduk regulars Danny Clarke, Steve Watson and James Reeve. In the Clubman four stroke class it was Jez Dance who made a worth while trip north and eventually secured second spot just behind class winner Mike Slater. Jez now leads the Championship standings going into the third and final round in August. Luke Copestake overcame a shocking start to grind his way back to a very credible final podium place on the day.

By far the most popular class was the Sportsman two stroke class, and with around 12 possible winners, getting the extra lap in just before the 2 hour time cut off, was always going to be the key to a good result. At the finish flag Pete Middleton took a fantastic win from second placed Sean Thompson, the vastly improved Tom Leonard is living proof that regular riding and mid week practice is paying off taking a well deserved final podium spot.

In the Sportsman four stroke class competition was fierce, at the chequered flag Nick Sims took his first Hare & Hounds victory finishing one lap up on the whole Sportsman four stroke field. Karl Smith overcame a poor start when his 450 Honda refused to fire into life on the start line leaving him dead last away. Karl was over the moon taking his #451 Honda onto the podium for the first time since he converted to Hare & Hounds competition. Damian Dickinson netted a fine final podium place for his efforts.
The Over50 vets class had the usual protagonists lined up for this growing class structure. Alan James netted first place completing 9 laps, finishing just over one minute up on second placed rideoffroadUK regular Chris Gregory. Chris and his close friend Steve Burton clashed bars coming into lap scoring on the final lap, Steve ended up third by a mere 7 seconds after the final push around the last lap. Well done men.

After a short break in proceedings the main British Championship event classes were lined up and ready to go. As the start flag was lifted and ten seconds called the silence told all by standers just how serious these top flight riders were to get stuck in to the competition aspect of this official series.

At the end of lap one spectators and on lookers waited to see who would thread through the final woodland section into lap scoring first. The gentle burble of a four stroke machine could be heard, Daryl Bolter had taken the lead and pulled around 30 seconds gap in one lap, he was followed by Husky Sport rider Joe Deakin, Lee Sampson and rideoffroaduk team rider Scott Austin. Gas Gas UK’s Ashley Wood and Tim Foreman then filtered through around 5 seconds later. These Championship boys really were on a pace which was nothing short of breathtaking for spectators to see. After a trouble free event Daryl Bolter cruised to s superb win. Second spot after some 30 minutes of special test style pace went to the likeable Ash Wood on his Steve Plain Motorcycles Gas Gas. Third place went to Scott Austin on his rideoffroaduk sponsored KTM, Scott who surprised some, but also proved to others he really does have what it takes to be a Championship contender at the sharp end, was one happy chap at the presentation. 
The Expert class riders were the second row to start, Lancastrian Damian “Damo” Butler proved that he woke up when he got up and took the holeshot in front of the entire expert field. Tim Pattinson also made a lighting fast start along with Ben Howard Aaron Smith and Tom Healey. With Tyson Mason Jones and Tom Healey having a 3 lap battle within meters of each other, Tom eventually made a pass and made it stick until the finish. Aaron Smith had an unscheduled pit stop when his Moouse broke up forcing him to pit and repair the damaged part. At the finish after some very close competition Tom Healey made a very welcome return to the podium after a long spell of illness. Tyson Mason Jones took the big Midwest Racing Husaberg to a fine runner up spot, and ex trials rider James burrows just held on to third spot taking the silverware and product prizes back home to the south of England.
The Expert Over40 class was won by the ultra professional Ady Smith. Ady is Mr Enduro and his performance despite leaving the start behind two other classes would have left him in forth place overall. Runner up spot went to Jack Twentyman, and third place was bagged by the youthful northerner Dave Salkeld on his 250 KTM.

In the Clubman Elite Lee Hattersley took a fine win on his new Suzuki RMZ450, Lee who had previously ridden at Low North Camp in 2008 used some knowledge to gain a fantastic victory. Second place went to Robert Johnson who completed twelve laps a mere 25 seconds ahead of Adam Taylor in third.
RideoffroadUK certainly rose to the challenge of running an Official British Championship Event, despite being in its first year and only being the second round of the series this format of official British Championship XC competition looks set to raise the bar ready for the 2011 season.

Massive thanks to Scarborough and District Motor Club for use of this awesome venue, the ACU and John Collins for showing trust in our knowledge, Science in Sport, Dunlop, Belray and Malcolm Rathmell Sport for providing product prizes. Well done to all riders and thank you to all the helpers and officials who helped make this event happen on a truly top class scale.

NEXT EVENT 

New Venue
ACU Events Ltd Hare & Hounds XC Series at Silsden West Yorkshire JULY 18th.

www.rideoffroaduk.co.uk or call 07802 572023 to enter over the phone.
