Rideoffroaduk Doodson Motorsport Round Four Hatcliffe Lincolnshire

Reeve Tips his Hat.

Hatcliffe in the Lincolnshire Wolds hosted round four of the rideoffroaduk Doodson Motorsport Championship last Sunday August 8th. With the Lincolnshire weather being at its best, as competitors arrived in this beautiful part of the country they were praising the ride team for unearthing yet another new venue. With perfect camping and access this venue should develop into a great hare & hounds site which will only be used twice per year.
Sunday morning shortly after 10am the signal was given to warm engines. All riders were briefed about track conditions and the importance of staying on the marked course at this new track. As the start flag was dropped by Clerk of the course Wayne Braybrook it was Lancastrian Chris Vines who made a lightning fast start on his CR250, fitted with an auto clutch the only slight problem was that Chris’s Honda got to the first corner before he did! Then last away Chris saw the funny side of the incident and certainly entertained on lookers in the process. First to come into the MX paddock section was Paul Sykes, Paul was followed by a gaggle of hungry sportsman all looking to make headway from good starts. 
As the event progressed the short compact lap started to bed in, as the berms developed rider’s lap times got faster. Luke Copestake overcame a poor start and got into the lead on his 300 Sherco, disaster then struck Luke when some wire got stuck in his front wheel damaging his brake hose. The ex trials man then rode for over an hour with only the rear brake and engine braking to slow him down for corners, this allowed Stuart Waterhouse to cruise into the lead with Joe Wheeler and Tom Leonard chasing hard. At the finish flag Stuart Waterhouse took the win on 20 laps from the brakeless Luke Copestake. Pete Middleton ground out a great final podium place and in doing so added to his consistent haul of Championship points. As usual the Sportsman class extra lap scenario played its part, Shane Marriot Ian Hayworth and Ryan Newbury narrowly missed out on getting the last lap in before the 2 hour cut off. Two riders had one lap removed from their overall tally after being reported by track marshals for cutting corners when tapes were broke. This proves that as an organisation we will follow through warnings to all competitors in the pre event briefing should any rider be seen to be blatantly seeking to gain an unfair advantage over fellow competitors. 

The ladies class saw the Jade Gordon pushed all the way by Emily Davy, Jade eventually got the win by a mere four seconds from Davey. Rideoffroaduk Newcomer Liz Childerley took the final ladies podium place for her morning’s efforts. The Over50 old lads class seems to be gathering pace as the results get closer each weekend, Eddie Tait used his four stroke BMW to good effect to take the win despite having an early race battle with Steve Burton. Steve made a mistake which cost him dearly in the stream section, this left him with a safe second and good series points to his name. Chris Edge just pipped Chris Gregory into third place. Gregory had to battle hard for most of the race in pain having trapped his finger against a tree.  

After a longer than usual lunch break and much needed track repairs, the afternoon event riders were lined up and ready to go. 

Hot favourite Scott Austin made the perfect start as the flag dropped leading all Expert and Over40 class riders into the first woodland section. Lee smith made the journey from Harrogate a positive one by taking second just behind Austin. With Tom Healey still unable to get a good start, this allowed Austin to settle straight into his rhythm. Austin had also spent Saturday walking the track to ensure his Championship lead had the best chance of staying entacked by the end of the day. TGOR riders Dan Field and Tim Pattinson also had a great starts, having not seen their bikes for weeks due to work commitments. 
As usual the clubman class fielded a quality line up of riders, with up to ten riders all in with a shout it was anyone’s race for the taking. Craig Keyworth made a good start and was one of the first riders back through lap scoring. Matty Bell now equipped with mousses got straight down to work along with Rob Dawson, Jack Kitching and Grant Marsden, all putting in consistent lap times. Luke Flack was upgraded to Clubman for this event to help further this young mans progress through into the top ranks of enduro competition. At the chequered flag James Reeve took the win he rightly deserved after looking smooth and comfortable on his KTM. Chris Hughes out for the first time on a Suzuki heaped up more points by taking second spot, and back to form Matty Bell was over the moon taking his KTM 200 to the final podium position.  

The Over40 class was won by Mick Rayson, Mick missed being one lap up on the other Over40 class riders by one mere second, this shows the accuracy of the rideoffroaduk timing crew closing the gate right on two and a half hours. Second spot went to Harrogate’s Mark Wood on his CR250 Honda, with Simon Nutter grabbing the final podium spot from Stuart Goodall. Only one and a half seconds separated third and fourth after Goodall missed a gear in the final turn. You will get him next time Stuart!

The Expert class was won by Scott Austin who is developing into a strong Hare & Hounds rider, Scott is learning each time he rides and his ability to listen to and carry out new techniques is on show for all who witnessed this convincing victory. Tom Healey had to be content with runner up after his poor start, despite Tom pushing hard he had no answer for Austin on the day. Proving that consistency is the key Damian Butler took third place after one of his calmest rides yet. Damo is another rider who benefits well from advice and his switch to four stroke machinery has re-ignited his passion for riding.
A big thank you to the rideoffroaduk marshals, in particular Tony Simon and Stuart who had a big job on keeping the steam section moving. Well done to all riders, with only two weeks before round five of the Championship at Scarborough the standings are hotting up nicely.
NEXT EVENT: Doodson Motorsport Round 5 at the stunning Low North Camp Harwood Dale Near Scarborough on Sunday August 22nd. 

Event info on  www.rideoffroaduk.co.uk or call 07802 572023 or 07576 095137 for phone Entries.

